
"The Purpose of Education" 

[September 194 6-January 194 7?] 
[Atlanta, Ga.] 

This essay, written sometime during King's junior year at Morehouse, may be an 
early draft of the article of the same name published in the Maroon Tiger. He 
suggests that education should not only "teach man to think intensively" but also 
provide "worthy objectives upon which to concentrate." 

Last week we attempted to discuss the purpose of religion. This week our 
attention moves toward education. I will attempt to answer the question, what 
is the purpose of education? 

To my mind, education has a two-fold function in society. On the one hand 
it should discipline the mind for sustained and persistent speculation. On the 
other hand it should integrate human life around central, forcusing ideals. It 
is a tragedy that the latter is often neglected in our educational system. 

Education should equip us with the power to think effectively and objec- 
tively. To think is one of the hardest things in the world, and to think objec- 
tively is still harder. Yet this is the job of education. Education should cause 
us to rise beyond the horizon of legions of half truth, prejudices and propa- 
ganda. Education should enable us to "weigh and consider," to discern the 
true from the false, the relevant from the irrelevant, and the real from the 
unreal.' The first function of education, therefore, is to teach man to think 
intensively. But this is not the whole of education. If education stops here it 
can be the most dangerous force in society. Some of the greatest criminals in 
society have been men {who) possessed the power of concentration and rea- 
son, but they had no morals. Perhaps the most dangerous periods in civiliza- 
tion have been those periods when there was no moral foundation in society. 

Education without morals is like a ship without a compass, merely wander- 
ing nowhere. It is not enough to have the power of concentration, but we 
must have worthy objectives upon which to concentrate. It is not enough to 
know truth, but we must love truth and sacrifice for it. 
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1. "Read not to contradict and confute; nor yet to believe and take for granted; nor to find 
talk and discourse; but to weigh and consider" (Francis Bacon, "Of Studies," in The Works of 
Francis Bacon, ed. James Spedding, R. L. Ellis, and D. D. Heath [New York: Hurd and Houghton, 
18771, p. 252). King used the phrase "weigh and consider" in three papers written at Crozer 
Theological Seminary ("Light on the Old Testament from the Ancient Near East," 14 Septem- 
ber-24 November 1948, p. 180 in this volume; "The Sources of Fundamentalism and Liberalism 
Considered Historically and Psychologically," 13 September-23 November 1949, p. 237; and 
Book review of A Functional Approach to Religzow Education by Ernest J .  Chave, 1 2  September- 

122 22 November 1950, p. 355). 
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